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SUBJECT: PEREDA GOVERNMENT ABOLISHES STATE SECURITY LAW 

1 . SUMMARY. ON AUGUST 1 1, THE PEREDA GOVERNMENT ISSUED CONSEC- 
UTIVE DECREES ABROGGATING THE STATE OFF IEGE, DECLARED 

JULY 21. AND THE CONTROVERSIAL STATE SECURITY AND OBLIGATORY 
CIVIL SERVICE LAWS, WHICH WERE PROMULGATED DURING THE BANZAR 
ADMINISTRATION. BY SO DOING, IT MOVED DECISIVELY TO BLUNT 
CRITICISM OF PEREDA'S POLITICAL MOTIVES, WHILE PROPARING 
THE WAY FOR A PRE-ELECTORAL DIALOGUE WITH 
THE OPPOSITION PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. OF GREATEST SIGNIFICANCE WAS THE DEROGATION OF THE STATE 
SECURITY LAW, WHICH HAD BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE MARCH 12, 1973. 
UNDER IT, THE GOVERNMENNT WAS EMPOWERED TO ETAIN INDEFINITELY 
PERSONS SUSPECTED OF POLITICAL SUBVERSION. AS THE LEGAL 
JUSTIFICATION FOR THE DDETENTION 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LA PAZ 06502 142140Z 

AND EXILE OF SEVERAL HUNDRED CRITICS OF THE BANZER REGIME 
(INCLUDING MANY OF THE OPPOSITIO LEADERS), IT WAS A MAJOR 
ISSUE IN THE 

ELECTION CAMPAIGN. LESS CONTROVERSIAL, BUT WIDELY CRITICIZED 
FOR BEING UNCONSTITUTIONAL, WAS THE OBLIGATORY CIVIL SERVICE 
LAW, WHICH WAS IMPLEMENTED ON NOVEMBER 9, 197 4(THE DATE 
BANZER PURGED CIVILIAN POLITICAL PARTIES FROM BOLIVIA'S 
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GOVERNING INSTITUTIONS). IT ENABLED THE GOVERNMENT TO "DRAFT" 
OFTEN RELUCTANT TECHNOCRATS TO SERVE IN MINISTRIES AND 
OTHER STATE ENTITIES. 

3. INITIAL OPPOSITION REACTION TO THE DEROGATION DECREES WAS 
CAUTIOUSLY POSITIVE. PDC LEADER BENGAMIN MIHUEL DECLARED THAT 
THEY WOULD FACILITATE A DEMOCRATICE OPENING. MNR-PRA SPOKE- 
SMAN EDWIN RODRIGUEZ SEEMED TO AGREE, BUT WEIGHTED HIS COMMENTS 
TOWARD CRITICISM OF THE SUPERSEDED MEASURES. 

IN SIMILAR VEIN, UDP PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATEE HERNAN STLF.S. 

ENROUTE TO THE GUZMAN INAUGURATION IN SANTO DOMINGO, 

TOLD REPORTERS THAT THE ABROGATIONS WOULD MEAN LITTLE 
UNLESS COMPLEMENTED BY GENERAL ELECTIONS WITHIN SIX MONTHS. 

4. COMMENT. WHILE THE LIFTING OF THE STATE OF SIEGE WAS EXPECTED, 
THE DEROGATION OF THE STATE SECURITY AND OBLIGATORY CIVIL 
SERVICE LAWS CAUGHT MOST POLITICAL OBSERVERS BY SURPRISE. 

AS A MINIMUM, THE ABROGATION DECREES LEND SUBSTANCE TO PEREDA'S 
CONTENTION THAT HIS IS A TRANSSTIONAL GOVERNMENT, 

DISPOSED TO WORK WITH THE OPPOSITION IN DRAWING UP GROUND 
RULES FOR FUTURE ELECTIONS. 

BOEKER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, NATIONAL SECURITY THREATS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAPAZ06502 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780333-0146 
Format: TEL 
From: LA PAZ 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780868/aaaaceup.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1cf80d64-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1751127 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PEREDA GOVERNMENT ABOLISHES STATE SECURITY LAW 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, PINS, BL 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 cf80d64-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



